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THE MATTHEW EFFECT

“TTHE RICH GET RICHER AND THFE POOR GET POORER”

Grade-level Readers

*Good readers read
*The more you read the better you get

Poor Readers

«Struggling readers tend not to read
*The less you read the further behind you get

Kindergarten Grade 1

McNamara, J., Scissos, M. & Monteiro, C. (2003). A Longitudinal Study of
Early Identification Markers for Children At-Risk For Reading Disabilities.
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NIAGARA FALLS NIAGARA REGION

2005 2006
N=135 N = 628
69.1% 78.3%
Did not show interest in Did not show interest in
books, reading, or math books, reading, or math
63.6 % 73.1%
Could not read or write Could not read or write
Slmp|e WOI’dS or sentences Simple Words or sentences
49.1% 69.8%
Could not count, compare or Could not count, compare

recognize numbers, name

shapes and tell time or recognize numbers,

name shapes and tell time



Nianara-on-lhrl.a ke

Percentage of Vulnerable Children
(Low on at least 1 Domain)
By Neighbourhood, 2005
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NUMBER O CHILLDREN
SCORING 1LOW ON ONE OR
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Niagara Falls are
without a high

L. school diploma
“' (StatsCan, 2001)
_M?JJ » The Niagara Falls
_— rate is higher than
|"| | the National average
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